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described. His own recently devised method of treating trichiasis is as 
follows:— 

The first step is to enlarge the palpebral opening by means of a division 
of the outer canthus. A compression-forceps is then applied and the lid 
is split between the ciliary and the glandular border. The integument 
and muscle are then dissected up for 5 or 6 mm. Three or four sutures 
are then applied 8 or 10 mm. apart in the following manner: They are 
entered between the brow and the detached ciliary border, and passed 
over that portion of the tarsus that is not denuded to finally pass out near 
the implantation of the cilia. They are then tied tightly, and allowed to 
ulcerate out, or are removed in the course of five or six days. 

In conclusion we will notice that in treatment of stricture of the nasal 
duct, Wecker recommends the utmost care and delicacy in handling. He 
is sure that often more damage is done by rough treatment than if the 
disease were left to itself. He is strongly opposed, in simple lachryma- 
tions, to the use of large sounds and so-called stricturotomy. The slitting 
up of the canaliculus to the caruncle in any cases, except those of suppura¬ 
tion of the sac, he strongly deprecates. When there is nothing but simple 
watering he usually introduced a Weber’s knife into the lower canaliculus, 
until the probe-point touches the bony wall of the sac. This is usually 
sufficient to enlarge the punctum sufficiently to allow the introduction of 
a probe the size of Vo. 3 of Bowman, a larger probe than which he seldom 
uses. In cases of abscess of the sac he generally lays open the upper 
canaliculus in order that the pus can have a free exit, and that astringents 
may be applied. 

The book is written in a charming style, and the statements are clear 
and never to be misunderstood. Upon all points in connection with the 
surgery of the ej'e, Wecker has decided opinions, and does not hesitate to 
express them. One great virtue of the book is that the author never for¬ 
gets that lie is teaching, and never loses sight for a moment of the fact 
that he should be practical in the best sense of that term. One does not 
always agree with him perhaps, but one cannot help feeding that lie is a 
man who has by his devotion to his chosen science earned a right to his 
opinions. S. M. B. 
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The first edition of this familiar work, issued in 1861, commanded a 
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time of that remarkable awakening of interest in venereal studies, to 
which the book itself in large part contributed. At a date when the 
subject had been largely relegated to the great teachers of surgery in 
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America, who for the most part, it may be said, viewed it from the stand¬ 
point of so-called unicism, this treatise, written in a remarkably lucid and 
pleasant style, attracted universal attention to the doctrines of the two 
men, who were then the rising and setting suns of French Syphilography. 
The book thus attained a popularity among medical men, the like of which 
can scarcely be realized a second time, either by itself or its competitors, 
from the lack of the peculiar timeliness which has been already mentioned. 
In brief, the work became the oracle, in its special field, for many who 
read its pages with an interest which was only equalled by their delight. 
Nor was this true only of professional gentlemen. Venereal patients in 
the clientele of the general practitioner, purchased and perused it, with an 
eagerness born of their necessities, and even quoted its precepts to those 
in whose charge they had sought relief. Beyond the borders of the 
United States, such was its popularity, that before the issue of a second 
edition it received the honor of Italian translation and publication. 

The editions which followed, were revised and improved to a certain 
extent, sufficient at least to sustain the high reputation of the treatise; but 
the later, it must be confessed, were threatened with eclipse by the ap¬ 
pearance of a new and excellent work, which was also from the pen of 
American authors of experience and well-known ability, and which 
rapidly commanded the position to which it was entitled. Certainly it was 
high time for a more thorough and complete revision of this volume, 
which, more fully than any other, has become identified, on this continent at 
least, with the literature of venereal diseases. The prestige of a large and 
deserved success could not much longer withstand the eager competition 
of a host of American authors and observers of unquestionable merit. 

The task has been accomplished, and that right worthily. We find that 
we have here practically a new book, and that the statement of the title- 
page as to the fact that it has been largely rewritten, is a sufficiently modest 
announcement of the important changes in the text. Dr. Taylor, who was 
selected to aid in the work of revision, is already favourably known to the 
profession at large as an author of numerous monographs on dermatologi¬ 
cal and venereal subjects, not the least of which is his valuable essay on 
Syphilitic Lesions of the Osseous System in Infants and Young Children, 
New York, 1875; a work which has gained for the writer an inter¬ 
national reputation in this special department of a special branch of medi¬ 
cine. It is not difficult to detect his careful handiwork in the transforma¬ 
tion of the treatise. 

IIow great this task has been, will best be determined by him who has 
made the attempt to examine, even in a cursory fashion, the literature of 
any other medical subject for a single'year. From January to November, 
1879, for example, no fewer than 394 papers, pamphlets, books, articles in 
medical periodicals, monographs, etc., were printed under the designation 
of syphilis and gonorrhoea only, and to this large number should be added, 
for the current year, not only those to appear during the last two months, 
but an equally large, if not still greater number of titles in the department 
of skin diseases, general pathology, general surgery, and genito-urinary 
disorders. All these, appearing in the English, French, German, 
Italian, Spanish, and Russian languages, furnish a truly formidable 
mass of material, which accumulates between the dates of the several 
editions of any given work, and much of which should pass under the eye 
of the writer of a systematic treatise on venereal diseases. For the day 
has passed, rarely to return, when originality of experience or expression 
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can take the place of this laborious compilation, digestion and condensa¬ 
tion of the labour of the best men. It has nearly come to this, that in 
the day which we see and in the departments of science we cultivate, the 
less original and the more catholic a hook, the greater its chances of suc¬ 
cess and survival. To return to the volume before us, it is not too much 
to say that a still larger treatise could have been filled with what is to-day 
known about either nervous, hereditary or osseous syphilis, stricture, the 
diseases of the prostate gland due to gonorrhoea, or a dozen other topics 
which might be named. 

We have made this explanation, chiefly because, after a thorough ex¬ 
amination of the present edition, we can assert confidently that the enor¬ 
mous labour we have described, has been here most faithfully and conscien¬ 
tiously performed. They who know how to appreciate the ditliculty of 
such a task, will be surprised, when they come to consult these pages for 
the literature of any important subject, to discover how fair an abstract of 
the same has been incorporated with the text. 

A few illustrative examples will suffice to direct attention to this valua¬ 
ble quality of the work accomplished. Hydrocele, for instance, is not a 
subject which has a direct connection with venereal disorders, and on 
turning to the latest edition of Mr. Curling’s voluminous treatise on the 
testis, 1 we find 132 pages devoted to the thirteen varieties and complica¬ 
tions of hydrocele there tabulated. But our authors have succeeded 
admirably in conveying all essential information on this topic, in the 
closely-printed six pages which are by them allotted to the subject. 

A comparison of the book before us with one of the latest published 
under a similar title in France, will serve to establish the fact of the rela¬ 
tive excellence of the American treatise. The comparison is the more 
justifiable, as our American authors have not hesitated to make frequent 
references to the labours of M. Louis Jullien. 2 and even to borrow some of 
his plates. 

On the question of the etiology of hereditary syphilis, which has of late 
elicited a great deal of discussion, and which has attracted the attention of 
eminent men, who have espoused every succeeding solution of the problems 
presented, the differences between the writers in comparison become con¬ 
spicuous. Jullien, resting implicitfait-h upon the hitherto i,mpregnable law, 
formulated by Colies in the year 1844, that a child affected with heredi¬ 
tary syphilis will not infect the breast of the mother who suckles it, hastens 
to set forth the following propositions as fully established : 1. Without in¬ 
fection of the mother, there can be no hereditary syphilis. 2. The father 
cannot transmit syphilis to his child, without contamination of the mother. 

But these propositions have been refuted, time and again, by clinical 
observations of the most scrupulous exactness, extending, as is requisite, 
over long periods of time, and conducted under the surveillance of scientific 
men of established skill and probity. The results are fixed facts, which 
are not to be either neglected or explained away. But there is a pecu¬ 
liarity in the mental constitution of French medical authors, which is an 
inextinguishable reverence for Gallican ideas and Gallican heroes. The 
doctrines which Jullien sustains are the untenable theories which Cullerier 
first asserted, which have since borne his great name, and which were 
shown to be false and dangerous even before the publication of the mas¬ 
terly monograph by Kassowitz, which, if it proved nothing else, showed 
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that in the paths of brilliant and original investigation, the sceptre was 
departing from the French nation. 

Upon the points in question, Bumstead and Taylor express opinions 
which are in accord with the views of the most judicious authors in this 
department. Syphilis, say they, is transmissible from the father to his 
offspring. Viewing the law of Colies in the only light which is warranted 
in the present state of our knowledge, they declare that the immunity of 
the mother of the infant who has inherited syphilis, is due to some occult 
and undiscernible change in her system. They refuse to declare that such 
immunity is equivalent to maternal syphilis, until that syphilis is pro¬ 
nounced and demonstrable. This is really not merely a curious problem 
for the theories of doctrinaires. It is a practical and every-day question 
of pressing importance. Every syphilitic patient has the right to know 
himself or herself to be such, and it is for the interest of each as well as 
for the interest of society at large that such knowledge should be had. 
What refinement of cruelty is greater than that which suspends a sword 
worse than that of Damocles, for the space of years (and there are cases 
where this period has extended to a quarter of a century), over the head 
of one who should enjoy the fullest assurance of safety ! 

Again, with regard to the choc en retour of Ricord, and the fanciful 
“ syphilis by conception,” more recently advocated by Diday, of Lyons, 
it seems well-nigh impossible for Jttllien to divest his mind of an extra¬ 
ordinary sentiment of reverence for him whom the French are fond of 
calling the “ Lyonnaise master.” Jullien declares that Diday’s method 
(of regarding the menstrual derangements of the wife of a syphilitic hus¬ 
band as so many abortions with syphilitic ova) is exceedingly ingenious, 
and one which supplies the key to a great many problems. He proceeds 
to express his admiration for the way in which Diday has expounded his 
theory. At the same time, the opinion is advanced that the theories in 
question are not such as to command absolute conviction ; and a mild re¬ 
quest for further proof is made, accompanied by an apology for taking 
such a liberty. 

!N T ow the fact is, that Diday’s absurd paper on this subject has already 
been shown to contain errors and damaging omissions. It has not, so far 
as we are aware, received the indorsement of a single svphilographer of 
repute; and its quasi-support by Jullien is, to us, an additional evidence 
of the prevailing French method of writing books in which everything 
ttiat emanates from the pen of a French writer is regarded with at least 
respectful consideration, while the views of those w ho oppose the latter, 
provided the authors are not. of French nationality, are esteemed as those 
of “ barbarians,” in the Greek acceptation of that word. 

Bumstead and Taylor have the courage to pronounce Diday’s recent 
article as “ valueless and defective,” and formulate the conclusion to which 
they have arrived as follows. It is in accord with what seems to us the 
most judicious interpretation of established facts: “We conclude that, 
in hereditary syphilis, the disease is conveyed either by the sperm-cells or 
by the ovule, diseased at the time of conception, and that infection of the 
mother or of the child cannot take place through the utero-placental 
circulation.” 

Lastly, a further comparison of the tw r o books serves to exhibit the 
care which has been bestowed upon typographical appearance by the Ame¬ 
ricans. They furnish a list of twelve errata, printed on the page which 
faces the opening sentence of the introduction ; and the character of these 
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is such as to require, in the main, a change of but one letter or the addi¬ 
tion of an umlaut. The errors belong, in short, to that list which should 
be recognized as the “ inevitable” in the prosecution of so great a task as 
the publication of a treatise of this size and scope. The proof-reading 
has evidently been of the most conscientious character, and has thus con¬ 
tributed in no small degree to the pleasure which the perusal of the w r ork 
affords. 

In Jullien’s work, however, can be recognized that sublime indifference 
to the orthography of all languages other than the French, which observant 
men have come to regard as a distinctive feature of their scientific publi¬ 
cations. We have enumerated no less than thirteen typographical errors 
in two successive pages of bibliography given in the “ Maladies Veneri- 
ennes,” and it is fair to infer from this that there are more than one 
thousand in the entire 1120 pages. It should be added that these errors 
are not only those which occur in the rendition of foreign names ; we note 
these also in the spelling of French words, and even in the titles of pages. 

We have endeavoured thus briefly to suggest some comparisons between 
these two works, lately issued on the same subject, that the results might 
indicate more clearly than could the mere dictum of a reviewer what 
reason we have to congratulate our countrymen upon the truly valuable 
addition which they have made to American literature. The careful esti¬ 
mate of the \alue of the volume, which we have made, justifies us in 
declaring that this is the best treatise on venereal diseases in the English 
language, and, we might add, if there is a better in any other tongue, we 
cannot name it; for, while it may be admitted that there are to be found 
elsewhere, on certain special subjects, fuller discussions of every phase of 
controverted themes, there are certainly no books in which the student or 
the general practitioner can find such an excellent resume of the literature 
of any topic, and such practical suggestions regarding the treatment of the 
various complications of every venereal disease. 

We note that the metric system has been so far adopted by our 
authors that in all printed prescriptions the dose is named both in 
terms of the old and the new nomenclature, an arrangement which has 
been adopted by several German authors since the use of the metric 
system was in their country made imperative bylaw. The method of our 
authors is one which should satisfy the friends and enemies alike of the 
recommendations of the American Medical Association in the same con¬ 
nection. The prescriptions of our authors are, as a rule too, metrically 
accurate, and not mere transpositions of terms. A few errors, in the 
accomplishment of this task, were only to be expected ; and we note one 
on the 573d page, where a formula is given for the treatment of phtheir- 
iasis pubis. The proportions are accurately given in terms of the metric 
system, but, by the old reading, the solution of the bichloride of mercury 
ordered will contain 16 grains to the fiuidounce. This solution would, 
without any question, put an end to the lice, but we may be permitted to 
express the hope that the tyro who first consults the page for the purpose 
of being instructed as to what he shall employ, will prefer to be guided in 
his selection by the proportion given in the metric formula. 

In the matter of mensuration of urethral instruments, our authors have 
also, in the present edition, given a deserved preference to the French 
scale ; figured the Handerson gauge, which we esteem far more useful 
than any others sold (even to the exclusion of the lately-devised “ adapt¬ 
able metric gauge” of Dr. C. H. Thomas, of Philadelphia); and have, in 
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our judgment, done well in inclosing within quotation marks the name of the 
so-called “ American scale,” proposed by Drs. Van I’men and Keyes, in 
their otherwise admirable treatise. If these last-named gentlemen had 
been content with baptizing their scale with their own names, an immense 
deal of confusion would have been avoided. By attaching a national 
name to their scale of instruments they accomplished a result which we 
can well believe they did not anticipate. They might have been speedily 
forgiven for the boldness of their action in this matter, if it had resulted 
in giving us a truly American uniformity. As it is, we are still com¬ 
pelled to follow our authors in the adoption of that which “ is known and 
used as a standard by so many surgeons in every civilized country.” 

In the matter, too, of the use of instruments for mensuration of the 
urethral chink, when it is distended, and for incision of strictures of large 
calibre, we congratulate our authors upon the judicious fairness with which 
they have handled the subject. They have not failed to give honour where 
honour was due, and, refusing, practically, to embody a section of a con¬ 
troversy in their pages, which would only serve to disfigure them, they 
have earned for themselves a merited commendation. 

The style of the book, as rewritten, is fully equal to that of the pre¬ 
ceding editions, which was in parts a model of elegant English. It must 
be admitted, however, that a species of incongruity can be detected, in 
the indiscriminate use of' the personal pronoun, which leaves the reader 
occasionally in douht, as to whether the senior or the junior author is respon¬ 
sible for the text, or whether they have both contributed to its lines. It 
would surely have been an improvement if the editorial “ we” had been 
adopted throughout, as thus the unity of the book would have been more 
completely sustained. 

It is sufficient to ask of our authors in medicine that they embody in 
their work, the fruit of the researches of the most trusted of their contem¬ 
poraries and predecessors. It is too much to ask of them that they also 
point out to us the lines of probable advance in the wilderness of the 
knowable and yet unknown or but imperfectly known. We can, therefore, 
well afford to excuse the writers of the treatise before us, for their halt in 
the face of a proposition to which it seems to us the scientific world must 
speedily give assent. It is the proposition w'hich asserts the contagious¬ 
ness, in different degrees, of all pus. Or, to place the doctrine in a clearer 
light, it is aproposition which asserts that the living product of the process 
of inflammation is possessed of an energy which is capable of originating 
a like process in all living matter, this capability being proportioned to 
the activity of the process by which it was itself engendered. 

First announced by Von Roosbroeck, we believe, and substantiated by 
experiments by Pick, of Prague, in so far as it relates to the matter of 
the acne pustule, it is an explanation of much that is either doubtful or 
curious in pathology. It may be found to throw some light on the “ con¬ 
tagious impetigo,” of the late lamented Tilbury Fox, and, if finally well- 
established, will splendidly illuminate many obscure points in the study of 
venereal diseases. If all pus is more or less contagious, we may be sure 
that the pus produced by the inflammatory process in venereal disorders, 
will enjoy its full share of such a power. We shall not then find it to be 
absolutely true, as stated by our authors (p. 398), that “the pus of a sim¬ 
ple inflammatory bubo is like that of any common abscess, destitute of 
contagious properties, and therefore not inoculable.” For it is precisely 
the pus of a common abscess w’hieh we shall one day find to possess the 
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exact qualities which are here denied to it, unless all the sign-posts, which 
are now plainly pointing in that direction, be speedily removed. 

But as we have said, it is altogether too much to require of our stand¬ 
ard text-books that they be not only encyclopedias of wisdom, but oracles 
of prophecy as well. 

The several plates in the work are all finely finished, and the reader 
will be pleased to find here many that are not only entirely new, but of 
great service in the explanation of the text. The publisher has not failed 
to execute his part of the labor of introducing this practically new work, 
in an exceedingly handsome dress. The volume is larger than its prede¬ 
cessors by 131 pages, but from a reduction in the sine of the type, it is 
estimated that it contains about twice as much matter. The index to 
this edition, we find full and accurate. In the matter of the abbreviations 
of the titles of periodicals, the plan has been here followed, which was 
first employed by Dr. Billings, of the Library of the Surgeon-General's 
Office. 

We take pleasure in repeating, that we believe this to be the best treat¬ 
ise on venereal diseases in the English language, and we congratulate the 
authors upon their brilliant addition to American medical literature. 

The news of the death of Dr. Bumstead, which occurred on the 28th 
of November, 1879, and which attaches a melancholy interest to this 
latest work of his pen, reached us only after the completion of the preced¬ 
ing paragraphs. Having written in an effort to impartially consider the 
fruit of his labor, we have preferred to make no change in any sentence. 
Needless to say, however, that if we could have known the learned author 
was to survive for but so brief a time the exhausting labor which the pre¬ 
paration of his book enforced, we should have approached the task of 
reviewing it with greater diffidence and turned its pages with a gentler 
hand. 

Others, without doubt, will pay the timely and tender tribute to that 
intellectual manhood, which is hereafter to adorn the roll of the honored 
dead of the profession of our country, and to those genial qualities of heart 
which have endeared their owner to his many personal friends. We can 
not but be grateful that his life was spared to add the finishing touches to 
this great work, in which all his largest activities were interested, and 
which will survive as a fitting monument to the brilliant success of his 
professional career. We would lay this as a flower on the tomb of the 
dead master, that in a field which others might esteem repulsive, he 
wrought that which has the fairness and purity of the spirit by which he 
was moved. J. N. H. 
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